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The Norwegian Sculptor Society is proud to present two exhibitions – Irise, by Emma 
Brack Naveiras and Celia Perrin Sidarous, and Common Skins by Sofia Eliasson. Common 
to both exhibitions is that in creating the works, the artists have interacted with the local 
environment; Brack Naveiras and Perrin Sidarous in relation to the Oslo Fjord and its islands, 
and Eliasson by making casts of objects found in Oslo’s Carl Berner neighbourhood. This 
strategy is only one of several used in the exhibitions. In each their own way, the exhibitions 
challenge our ideas and readings of things we think we know. The artists have backgrounds 
from Canada and Sweden, respectively, but all three have completed all or part of their art 
education in Norway.

The ocean, both visually and conceptually, is an underlying theme for Brack Naveiras and 
Perrin Sidarous. Their exhibition is built around a fictive character, Irise, named after the iris 
phenomenon (e.g., the rainbow effect seen in soap bubbles and mother-of-pearl), as well 
as Iris, the goddess of the ocean and sky, and the anatomical iris. The exhibition contains a 
multitude of conceptual and material references that trigger associations, but which also 
make it difficult for us to draw conclusions. The artists’ bold combination of ideas, images, 
materials and methods is symptomatic for post-medial art, in which all types of media and 
expressions are mixed and juxtaposed. The selection is carefully chosen and situated in 
order to challenge our processes of recognition and realisation, and to create new meaning 
and emotive reactions in an ongoing play of interaction between ourselves and the works.

Sofia Eliasson also aims to create new associations and readings in her sculptural 
installations. She uses material found on the streets of Oslo’s Carl Berner neighbourhood, 
for instance food packaging, a hair tie and plastic bags, as the starting point for a series of 
fossils from our own times. She also presents a cast of Duria Antiquior, the first pictorial 
representation of a scene depicting prehistoric life, based on fossil findings. 

Eliasson uses initially unrelated events and ideas to create installations that allow several 
time periods to intersect. The starting points for her projects are often different types 
of cultural heritage, for instance events, figures, objects, pictures and their physical and 
historical traces. The goal is not to render an exact copy of an object, but to let the cast 
object and the act of casting influence each other, thus emphasizing their inextricable 
connectedness. Central to her works is the relation between presence and absence and 
the mutual interdependence of the two. 

Emma Brack Naveiras (b. 1982, Santa Cruz, Bolivia holds an MFA from Kunsthøgskolen i 
Oslo (2015) and a BA in literature from Simon Fraser University in Vancouver. She lives and 
works in Norway and Canada. Brack Naveiras employs a variety of mediums, and in 2020 
will publish a book of poetry. In addition to her wide-ranging exhibition activities in Canada 
and Europe, her latest exhibitions include the Norwegian Sculpture Biennial (2015), the 
Marrakech Biennial (2016), and UKS, Oslo (2017). Celia Perrin Sidarous (b. 1982, Montréal, 
Canada) holds an MFA from Concordia University, Montréal (2015). While working on her 
degree, she spent a semester at the art academy at Kunsthøgskolen i Oslo (2013). Perrin 
Sidarous is represented by Parisian Laundry in Montréal, and her works are included in 
several public and private collections. She has exhibited widely across Canada, and some 
of her latest representations have been at CLARK, Montréal (2019), Arsenal Contemporary, 
New York (2018), and 8-11, Toronto (2017). The exhibition at the Norwegian Sculptor 
Association marks the first time she will exhibit in Europe.

Sofia Eliasson (b. 1981, Dalsland, Sweden) holds an MFA from Kunst- og designhøgskolen 
i Bergen (2017) and lives and works in Bergen. She has done a good number of exhibitions 
and has recently been presented at Prosjektrom Normanns, Stavanger (2018), Kristiansand 
Kunsthall (2018), and Hordaland Kunstsenter (2016). 


